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The	Aardvarks’	Parade	(2009)	
	
I	have	always	been	fascinated	by	aardvarks.	As	a	junior	
high	kid	I	wrote	a	comic	strip	about	a	superhero	called	
Super-Aardvark.	His	sidekick	was	a	komodo	dragon.	
	
The	idea	I	had	for	this	piece	was	to	write	a	simple,	
memorable	melody	conventional	in	every	way	except	
for	its	tuning,	which	would	weave	back	and	forth	
between	familiar	intervals	and	quarter-	and	sixth-tones.	
As	in	Ravel's	Bolero,	the	melody	repeats	(four	times)	
without	alteration,	with	changes	of	only	tone	color	and	
intensity.	The	plodding	march	time	seemed	appropriate	
for	a	procession	of	aardvarks.	It	is	one	of	those	comic	
pieces	I	write	from	time	to	time.	The	realization	is	
electronic	except	for	the	chorus	at	the	end,	which	I	
made	by	overdubbing	my	voice	singing	the	melody,	and	
the	bass	drum	and	tambourine,	which	I	played	in	a	
studio.		

	
	

Another	impetus	was	to	reuse	the	wonderfully	elegant	
tuning	I	had	arrived	at	in	my	virtual	piano	piece	
Triskaidekaphonia,	one	whose	possibilities	I	had	only	
begun	to	explore.	The	tuning	is	superlatively	simple:	it	
consists	of	merely	all	the	ratios	formed	by	the	whole	
numbers	from	1	to	13,	of	which	there	are	29:	
	
13/12,	13/11,	13/10,	13/9,	13/8,	13/7	(13/6,	13/5,	
and	so	on,	are	octaves	of	those	already	mentioned)	

	
12/11,	12/7	(12/10	is	the	same	as	6/5,	12/9	=	4/3,	and	

so	on)	
	

11/10,	11/9,	11/8,	11/7,	11/6	
	

10/9,	10/7	(10/8	=	5/4,	10/6	=	5/3)	
	



9/8,	9/7,	9/5	
	

8/7,	8/5	
	

7/6,	7/5,	7/4	
	

6/5	
	

5/4,	5/3	
	

4/3	
	

3/2	
	

1/1	
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